How-To Handout: Classic (Definition) Argument =1000-1200 words, 2-3 sources

STEP 1: Brainstorm a personal argumentative topic and choose which side you are on (your Claim).
1. If stuck, use a chatbot (like MS Copilot, OpenAI ChatGPT, or Google Gemini) to list the pros and cons of a possible topic. 
2. Type this prompt: Find the pros and cons of [insert your topic here].
3. If there are equal amounts of “pros” and “cons”, then that topic is argumentative enough. 
4. Pick the MOST IMPORTANT pro or con as your ONE REASON for your Claim.
5. Write your Claim statement here: 

STEP 2: Find at least 1 peer-reviewed journal article, plus 1 other college-level (expert, witness, participant) source, like a news article or personal interview that you’ve done yourself.
1. Use a chatbot to find peer-reviewed journal articles and news articles for your chosen topic. 
2. Type this prompt: Find 2 peer-reviewed journal articles and 2 news articles about [insert your topic here].
3. At the results, click on the links to make sure the sources are REAL and not made-up by the chatbot.
4. If you don’t understand the article, copy and paste the article’s “Abstract” or “Summary” section to the chatbot and prompt the chatbot to rewrite it in 200 words in a way that a 12-year old can understand.
5. If you like the source, copy and paste the web address in the chatbot and ask it to format the web address into Works Cited format.
6. Copy and paste the resulting Works Cited source here:
7. Do items 1-7 at least one more time for your second Works Cited source:

STEP 3: Using the Outline below, answer the prompts to write a super-short rough draft. (You can leave your answers in Outline form.) AVOID using a chatbot to draft! Don’t worry about word count – try to answer as many prompts as possible.

INTRODUCTION section (100 words) 
A. Give overview of the problem, including who is involved. 
B. What others say about it  OPPOSITIONS’ OPINIONS 
C. What I say and why.  MY CLAIM (that is, MY POSITION) + ONE REASON.

I. DEDUCTION “Definition of My One Reason” Section (150-200 words) 
A. Start with general definition that everyone can agree. 
1. IF
2. AND
3. THEN
B. Show the where the “red flag” problem can occur using common sense.
4. HOWEVER
C. End with logical conclusion that is your CLAIM.
5. BUT
6. THEREFORE

II. “My Supporting Body of Evidence” Section (250-300 words)
A. Narrate an example pulled from personal experience.
B. Give an example pulled from research (SOURCE #1) that supports your experience.
C. Comment how these examples support your CLAIM.

III. “The Opposition’s Position + My Rebuttal Response” Section (400 words) 
A. SOME WILL ARGUE: Start with what the Opposition says and why they say it ß BE RESPECTFUL to them.
B. My Rebuttal of the Opposition
1. HOWEVER: Transition to your Position
2. Explain the errors in their logic/ assumptions/ reasons 
3. Give an example pulled from research (SOURCE #2) that supports your Position.
4. Comment how this researched example supports your Position.

CONCLUSION section (100-120 words) 
A. Restate My Claim 
B. Predict Effects (benefits of my position and/or negative consequences of Opposition’s) 
C. Final Recommendation.

Works Cited  alphabetized with at least 2 college-level sources
Last name of web article author, First Name. “Title of Web Article.” Website Name, Website’s Sponsor/Publisher, day month year of upload if applicable, complete web address of the web article. Accessed date.
Last name of person you interviewed, First name. Personal interview. Day month year you talked to the person.
STEP 4: Make Rough Draft into Final Draft.
1. Transfer your Rough Draft from STEP 3 into an MLA manuscript template. 
2. Remove the Outline keywords and prompts.
3. Expand on any paragraph to meet required word counts for each paragraph, including information pulled from your two sources.
4. Make sure your in-text citations match your Works Cited list.
5. Fix any grammar, mechanics, spelling / word choice, and manuscript errors.
6. Use page 2 of the essay grading rubric handout as a final checklist for yourself.
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